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8 of 10 review helpful A fine scientist gets bedazzeled by a cop and a camera crew By Stephen Marley I admire the 
work of paleontologist John A Long and gave a very enthusiastic review of his fine book The Rise of The Fishes 
Unfortunately Long like a few other academic paleontologists has dropped the requirement of scientific accuracy in 
favor of a biased polemic when it comes to the subject of fossil ownership For These days the sale of a dinosaur fossil 
for millions of dollars seems to take precedence over what scientific information may have been lost by its crude 
excavation or even whether it will end up in a proper museum to be cared for and preserved for all time In October 
1996 rare dinosaur footprints were stolen from an isolated beach near Broome in Western Australia Not only was the 
scientific world horrified by the theft but it was also a violation of an Aboriginal sa About the Author Dr John Long is 
a palaeontologist at the Western Australian Museum and is the author of a number of popular science books including 
Mountains of Madness Allen Unwin 2000 
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