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When the first field study of the Florida panther took place in 1973 so little was known about the animal that many 
scientists believed it was already extinct During more extensive research conducted from 1981 to 1986 panthers were 
proven to exist but the handful of senile anemic and parasite infested specimens that were captured indicated a grim 
future During those early years a remarkably enduring image of the panther was born and despite voluminous data gat 
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