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The definitive resource for mineral collectors this comprehensive book describes the structural relationships among 
orthosilicateminerals known for their hardness and brilliant colors and the geological conditions that create prized 
specimens It is illustrated with nearly 500 structure diagrams color photos and electron micrographs that will help 
collectors appreciate the minerals already in their collection build a collection with greater depth and find addition 
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About the Author Robert J Lauf holds a PhD in metallurgical engineering and has conducted wide ranging scientific 
research in fields ranging from nuclear fuel to microwave processing and biomineralization He has been granted over 
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